The Official Journal
of
THE ORDER OF THE GOLDEN AGE,

Founded o proclaimm a Meseaze of Peace and Happiness,

Health and Putity, Life and Powes,

Vol 10.—No. 2. !Evtered at Stationers® Halll. APRIL, 1905, [Published Quarterly]. THREAPEMNCE.

conceptions which are irmational and undemonstrable, or

dizeordant with our intwitive sense of truth, or suggestive

of “eccleziastical diplomacy, are  ceasing to be regarded

serigusly. amd are being clissed with other medieval
| superstitions.

But it is cocouraging to konow that whilst the people
of Christinn: countries are repudialing =0 many of our
teaditional and non-essential religious miscouceptions, they
are manifesting  an increased reverence for, and belief in,
the great Revealer of Nazareth and His message. (o the
world.

Most of ws realie that the ifesching of the Christ,
although so simple when fghtly understood, was eminently
welapbed to meet our human needs, 10 bring aboot the
solution of our soctl problems, and to promote the spicitual
apliftment of our race.

And instinctively we feel that the need of to-day is a
revival of frur disciplechep, so that err lives, also, may be
characterized by that altrustic and beneficent spirit, thag

TI'}E Cﬂming REVi"."B.] C‘rf REHgiﬂﬂ.. schalarship, and individual exercise of thought, all reliFious

Biat & revival of genpine spiritual religion = neediul in [

all Chrizstian countries at the present time will probakbily

be - admitted by all whoe have  thought-

fully  considered the signs of the

vimes; but differences of opinion

exiat s to the nature of the revieal
that is needed,

There are many sincere person:
whise {'n|1rr|‘|!in|1«' ol such @ revival
are limited to mers mznifesttione
of relirious excitemient, bo gealous |
eulpourings and professions, 1o o
marked ineresss of goodv-gooadyism
and  punctifious  eebigious  abser-
vanes, oopuritanical tivades agains
the deama of tobaceo smoking, orio
denunciations of *higher criticism '
and scholarly search after teath.

But those whe have really appre-
hended eour individual and nationzl

wnderstanding of spivitual verities and facts, that love of
Justice, Truth, Compassion, and Humaneness, that  Glial
obedience to the Will ol God, and that fcaternal love
and service, which marked His §ife on Earth—ancd which
will for ever constitute frue ardhndoxy of Aeart,

And when this is i:lr|1|.|gh1 ahout, {Zhri.:-;ti..'l.nia:.' ‘the real

thing—will again attract all classes of the community.

needs and our social evils,  those
who have thoughtlfully regarded

with chservant Cy iy the mEny: ovi-
dences which exist of our natural degenericy; our unbelief,
and our spirtual dis-eaze, kisow full well that what we
really need {5 o revival of the sprecfiel religion which
revealed and exemplified by Jesus; a re-exaltation of his
sublime, practical and humane wdeals | a re-cognition of

For it 13 a combination: of spicitual science, genuine phil-

osaphy, and practical philanthropy, and there is nothing

yvet discovered that can take its place.
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the: supreme importance of those mejphtier E11i‘|tll:FE of the But bow is it to be sccomplished ? While

Law wpon which He placed such emphasis; and a re- | How it is mitltitedes admat the necessity of such a

prouiuebie: g the, partior ik rﬂl'mm:“i S s B R hoeR! Coming. revival and deplore the lack of religious

Leivt-di “'."l Hunter “'h.""].' . m“mrmm!' | vitality which is everywhere apparcnt in our
More aofrg and leds feffivge wre wanted in these days | Churcies, and are ready to exclaim—

—inNore :"Cpifitui“ kllu“'l:l.'i.lp'l:' and less FI'|Lr|‘!|:|I:I-IJII-L"\1'H el | W e whereol i ierves are scant,

ereed-worshiping—more honesty and  less sanctimonions- | Eicher and fulicr life we want,”

ness—more e and less f oend | very few apprehend, as yel, the way i which this
FFor there can be no donbt that popular beliel in many of spiritual Repaissance will be- brought about.

the dopmas which have been added to the original amd I belivve—and my bBelicl 1% strengihened by many state-

essentinl Christinn dectring, by our forefathers, is rapidly | ments which | have personally received from Christiun
waning. And o these davs of increased enlighteament, warkers: who bave passed through the experience cialled
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4 O eamnol go to sleep Epnorant and wake up wites Thia alwo applies to our Lazf slerp.”
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physical death—that it i3 not by the setting up of any
new theologrical svatem that a revival will come, but by
a great influx of Light and Love from the Christ-sphere ;
by new revelations of Truth and the putpouring of
God's spirit upon His sons and daughters in these latter
days, as foretold by the Prophets; by the restoration
of communion between the Church militant and the Church
triumphant & by the breaking dewn of the wall of separation
that exists through ignorance, fear, and misunderstanding
hetween human sools whe are incarnaie and those who
are discarnate ; by the increase of knowledge concerning
the unseen world, and the evolution of spirituil foculbes
hitherto undeveloped ; by the testimony of & great cloud
of “witnesses  to spiritaal verities - hitherto unrealized; and
by the minisiry of Angels,

For thus will Truth and Immortalty be made apparent
and the reality of *the life to come® be demonstrated.  And
by such means will be produced a clearer apprehension of
the operation of spiritusl Law in conpnechion with human
alairs, a re-statement of the Christian positien, and a
more spiritusl interpretution of the Cliristian Seriptures.,

Thus, also, will the marerialistic position, with i limi-
wation of understanding and experience, be made untenable |
and all clasges of society will be led to apprehend the
supreme importance of preparing themselves for the life
beyond the grave, and of seeking entrance inte the Kingdom
of God.

OF one thing, however, we may rest assured—that o
&5 cpmmug—and  in the near future ! Already the pre-
monitary =igns of a great awakening are apparent ; and
orcurrences are everywhere quictly taking place which
evidence the Fact that the immortals arg working in ouwr
midst for this great end—revealing  themselves in the
sanctuary of the home to spintually-minded watchors,
giving tangible proofs that ** there is no death,” and
expounding to earnest seckers after truth *‘the things
which God has prepared for them that love Him."

" ~" -

Just as, in this. physical world, there are
The Chist- different social spheres wiich represent
Sphere. different degrees of soul-culture and mentsl

and sparitaal sttainment; soit 15 0 the ethereal
realm which overshadows and inler-penetrates vur own,
and where the majority of human souls are now living and
working their way upward,

For 'each sphere that wé recogmize Aere there is a
corrgsponding sphere fhere, the same dividing barriers
exist between them, but in a more complete form ; and
every man, fike Judes, ** goes to hiz own place.”

Even in #er world real illlill'm-l.'j.' aind communion of
soull 15 impossble between o man of sordid ambition, un-
enlightened mind, or debased appetite, and one whose
aspiratipns are neble, whose tastes are refined, and whose
dizposition §s spiritual and philanthropic.

Though the former mny be a millionpice, or an aris-
tocratic  exguisite of the *smarl set,’ and the latier a
poor but spisiiually—cultured  artisan, there is o oreat
E“lf fixed beétween them. And thoeogh the soul that &=
spicitually enlightened may tempaoricily  deéscend to the
level of those less highly evalved, in order 1o help or

uplift them, thess canoot, because of their more ele-
mentary condition and their spiritual ignorance, enter &
sphere that is above their own until they become qualified.

Much more, then, i% it =0 in that realm where the
fleshly mask is no longer available and where the true
condition of each soul 5 at once perceived by spiritual
eves that can discern 1ts past record as well as s present
whiulus,

And, just as we recogmise intuitively that the ' Christ-
life " iz the highest life of which we ard cognisant Aere, so
is the ' Christ-sphere” remarded there. For in that sphere
dwell those who are most like unto God 3 those who are
able to bear the intense spiritual radiance and vibration that
emapate from the Great White Throne—becauze ther
have been perfected in wisdom and love.

From the Chrisi-sphere o perennial and abundant
stream of Jife, illumination, and love is being outpouwred.
'['hruug'h the higher and intermedinte sph:n:x- it reachex
the lower oncs, and throwgh virooss medin. And like
the rays of our sun, this stream of mfvence imparts
energy, vitality and happiness to  those who receive
it though in differant rlegre&x according 1o the capacity
of the recipient. And the froe secrel of spiritual progress
and attainment is L6 open one's heart 1o this divine influx:

i E ] B
We all know what plysdead deep-breathing

Spiritial 1%, amd how it nourishes the brain and
Dieep- nerves.  Thers iz alse a corredpanding
Breathing. sporifuad  deep-breathing, which produces

the same effect on the soul as atmosphertc
inspiration does on the body.

Instead of approprinting oxygen only, as in the former
casg, we can inspire by this spiritual effort the encrgy,
sympathy and enlightenment which 15 cotpoured from the
Christ-sphere.- And those who have learned how thus to
appropriate this spicitual vitality and magnetism, by azpirs.
tion and faith, can testify to the remarkable cffectz  that
result.

Just as the solar rays disperse our physical globin
and depression, and drive away ' the blues,” so  this
spiritusl supshine disperses our spiritual depression and
fack of energy, and fends to make us helpful  and
kind and sympathetic towards every living creature.  But
the effect iy *according to our faith '—for this §s the
spiritunl laar,

A mian who does not believe in the efficacy or potency
of solar magnetism and who regands the sun as being merely
i conglomerate mass of incandescent gases, will derive bud
hittle beneht from its kiodly ravs. He is ool in & recep-
Bive attitude, and dees not create the conditions  for
experiencing 2 physical revival within himself.

And, just 8o, the man who does nol recognise ar open
hinv=eli to the radiant vibration of the *Sun of Righieous-
ness —ihe centre of the Christ-sphiere—of whom our sun
iz Geds symbol in the hepvens, cannot receive the help
and blessing that is being fresly owipoured upon those
who feel their need of spiritual revival, and who creste
the reguisite receptive conditions by prayverful faith.

That great Spirit who manifested in and through the
human body that was born of Mary of Nazarcth in the

e shall soon be compelisd 1o zet acgusinked wilh the spiritosl weeld, wheiber we like it or not.”
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village of Bethlehem, that “Son of God' who spake
words that transcend in their significance the words of
any other Spirit who has vet appeared on this Farth in
human fesh, affirmed his power to impnrt spicitual life
to all wha came to Hhim with  trostful  confidence and
sincerity of heart,

Thousands of wilneszes have confirmed the validity ol
that claim by their testimony and by theie feaitful lives,
and- have not hestated bo o seal such bestimony by facing
denth in its croellest formse:  And what 5 the value of
the negative evidence of the unbelivver or the agnastic
1L1|: man wha admits he ees e dromw] 2

Toa the Lord of the Christ-sphere; then, must we look
for @ revival of religion in our own hearts and i thesg
Christian land=.

And we must remember that He stands at the head
of A great mullitude of other Spirits, who also have
dhwelt in human flesly, and to whom He gave power io
become  alse  'Sons ool God'—human sowls who, also,
have attained the transcendent and overcoming life, having
washed theie pabes in that vital stream which wis - sym-
bolized by Hiz blosd [** for the blood is the &7

They are all “miwisfering gurils sent forth  to
minister to those who shall be heirs of silvation,”
Should we not, then, avail ourselves of their help and
co-operation in the grent work of self-transformation and
the upliftment of our race from carnality, Tgnorance, and
trﬂnsgrﬂs:—;inn, tin ﬁpiritu;ﬂi!:.', “."l;durn, and - Love.

The reformers of the past, wha strove to live the Chrisi-
life amd to carry on the divine work, are reformers and
Christ-workers: 2till. They are not '=zitting wpon clouds
nor " continuously playing harps,” according to the childish
ideas of atme of our ancestors, but are more inoenrnes
than ever about the salvation of mankind, so that their
Leader, the Christ, nay see of the travail of hiz soul and
be satisfied.

And with increased experience, enlurged powers, and
emancipation from the limitations which appertain to
incarpation - in phiysicnl bodies, they are better gualified 2o
mould the affnirs and destinies of men than when their
wenried feaf trod the stony p.'tl:]'u: of their |.':|.rl]|.|;|' pi.|='_:ri|l|::'k',:|:'.
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But when it comes, when the refapine of e
is revived, great changes will be produced
in oor thoughts and in our lives,

For He considered it more fmportant o
relieve and cure the suffering and aflicted,
to feed his hungey disciples, to comflort the broken-hearted,
or to lift & distressed animal out of A pit into which it
had fillen, than He did to ““observe the Sabbath " in
the strict conventional notions of  the

The Signs
that
will follow.

nccorditnee  with
religions authoritics of hiz day.

And as the men and women of these modecn days
begoime imbucd with the same spirit of sympathy and the
same apprehension of eternml  werities, we- shall sge
wiser and maore froitful expenditure of religions energy, &
more strenuous combitting of the read evils which afffict
our gensration, and less vapouring concermng those which
are imapgimiry of comparatively unimporciant.

We shall probabiy think more about nssisting offers,
and especially those who are more heavily handicapped than
wg are, to reach the !Iu:urcn]y stute, than aboat ﬁcl.'ur'ln,'g'
an phundant entrance for orreredfoer

We shall be more anxious to do the Will of the Father
and. to-ohey His Laws, and less inclined to shirk oor duty,
or o think we con shift the penalty of our shortcomings
and transgressions on to other shoulders than our owi.

We shall think morve of increasing human happiness,
and of lessening: the world's soffering thin of religious
gxercises or psalm-singing ; and we shall realize our re-
spansibility fo enpape rwelaedeedy in Cheistion  mimstey,
mstead of thinking that we can Falfl our obligations by
paving some other man to do our duty for aws

And nstead of bang indolently satished with the mest
childish ‘and. elementary pdeas abouf the laws and con-
ditions of the spintual world and our eternal destiny—ideas
which will not baear any  thooghtfol imvestigation, and
which are repudiated witly piliful contempt by the troe
schalars and  thinkers . of EvEry Ll —uee  2hall Eﬂ.rllt.ﬂﬂ_'n'
seek afler that knowledge of Trath which Jesus zaid would
make us free from the bondage of erfor, and misuinder-
gtanding.  And s our grooranee gives place to- enlighten-
ment, our bives will become transformed,

B - -
The spirit of revival is in the aic just ae

The Haur present, and now is the tme to dicest our
af Oppor- own aspittion and that of our contem-
tunity. poraries inte procioel channels,

Spiritunl - nfAuences are  being  exerted,
and many arc being helped (even: though it be by such
simple means 05 soul-sticcing music or the emotional
magnetism of large andiences) to experience, péchaps for
the first time in their lives, spicitupl aspiration aoed: zensa-
tion of some sort,

And it will be deplorable if the beneficent tide which
1= teaching us from the spicitual spheresat this special
time should end in nothing more serious L the sign-
ing of church of  public
proféssions by those who recently led 1o
regard seriously the refigious life and s epportunities,

registers anid  the making

lave: been

The world's need is great, for it is hungering after
the abundant life, sympathy, and love of the Christ-sphere.

Consecrated  souls are wanted whoe can be utilised
as instruments through whom a wealth of spivitual in-
Aucnce and power can b ouipoured upon the spintoally
famished multitudes of our ewa and other lands.

Az in olden days, s0 in our time, in the Councils of
the spiritual world the question is being heard, ** Whom
shall we send, and who will go fer was#

And it is our high privilege to dedicate ourselves ‘o the
service of God and Humanity in some practical form ; lo
seriously consider how we may hest further the Divine
Purpose, and help to bring about the doing of the Divine
Will upon Earth as it is in leaven -and  thus aid in
the preat work of transforming this sin=corsed world in
which we live, into a peaceful dwelling place whers Wisdom,

Love, and Eguity shall aboumnd,
Sidney Fi. Beard.

This artkle. sif eajersive sibfmoma, W batng wproved au o boskted, Pocs Oas Mo

“ 1t s woek that gives Muvowr to life. Mere existence without object is a pocr thing"



