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The uwninitiafed should regard with a liberal degree o
suspiclon the machinations of certain pirales who are vendors
of “magrics and spells ' and hypnotic wisdum and payvehic
power, o

Deeult brotherheods and secret societies should be re-
garded with o wary eve, and the antecedents of those who
pose as. hiveophants of the same should be caretully -
vestigated. It is easilv possible to pay many dollars for
miraculous power, and discover that e oéfer wan fos it

The Fool's Prayer.

The roval feast wies done ; the King
Sought some new sport to bamsh care
And to s pester gried, “4Sir feol,
Foeel new, and make for usoa praver.”
The pester doffed his cnp und hells,
And stood the mocking court before
They could not sze the bitter =mila
Behinid the patient grin he wore,
He bBowed ks head ond bent the kaes,
Upon the mioparch's silken stool,
His pleading voice arpse—'* 00 Lord,
Be mércitul to me a fool

#'Ths ot by guilt the coward sweep

i Troth apd Right, O Lord, we stay ;
Ti= by our follies that so loos

We held the Earth from Heaven away.

“These clumsy feet, stll m the mire,
G0 crushing blossoms without end ;
Theze hmpd, well-menning handd we thrust
Amoug the heariztrings of a friznd.
* No pity, Locd, could change the: bearl
From red with wrong tis white a3 wool;
The rod must heal the sin ) but, Lord,
Be merciful © me a fool,
“The ill-timed truth we might have kept—
Whe kaows how sharp it pierced aind stong :
The word we bad nof seise o =ny
Who knows how grandly it had g ?

WOy fadlts no tenderness shold nsbe

The chustening stripe must cheanse them all,
But for oor blunders —ch, e chame

Before the eves of Hesven we fall.
*t Earth besrs no ol for mistakes ;

Men crown the knave and scourge the tool
That did his will =—butl thow, O Lord,

Be merciful to me a fool.”

LR O]

The room was hushed ; in silence rose

The King, and sought his garden cool,
And walked mpart, and munsnared low

‘U He megrciful to me, a Fool”

M o
The Expanding Vision.

E\:er_l;-' day the world sppesrs more beantiful to me By
this zame-sign [ know that [ am growing. The fact
that 1 see more beauty to-dsy than | sew vesterday proves
that T am on the direct road to that fealm of immortal fife
and power that we call Heaven. How many times it has
bopn sard * Hemven 15 4 condition,” and B did nob winderstand
it. It is a condition, and itis & condition of intelligence,
ton. It manifests only to the ntelhpent sight,
Flelenn Wikmans,

The Divine Man.

perfect life 15 the Tower of o regénerile soul, the glory

ol a man begoiten of God. We are - all o atiain
uiika the fulbess of the Christ.  The
Christ bn us s w0 attain aoioe all
fulne=s af Being, to realise the modt
perfect development.

This Vision of Life leads a true
soul on tothe fullest consecration of thie
body to the purest habits and noblest
purposes ; for there opens oul to the
aspirant, a5 the goal of all effort; the
possbility of Dhiviee Manheod.

The [dea has been the Dream
of Ages.

Such perfect manhood was the dresm
of the prophets of lsrael, 1t has been the
dirisam of every prophet in every age amd
Tl whale religions culture of the
Hehrewsa wiis intended to train the mdivedual to sttain this
eubliste end,  The prophet’s idenl fell nothing or little short
of that af the lghest Cheistinn faath, dor it -nimed st
fashioning feae Men, and through them mnking mghteous-
hiEss  Pegnant.

Thaut the Hebrew nation: fmiléd o realize this inanhoopd
wi know from !Li'-,'1|_'|]'_l|'. What 'hrl.n:ghl about that fatiore #
Was it not the loss of the mystic sense of their fath

laiaach,

through materializing the sacred and spicitual meanings of
their rulig'mu 7

The pricst prevailed over the prophet,  the ecciessstic
over the seer, il the tromph of external ftes aml cere-
momies shul the door af the Toper Temple of e Totaition,

Then began g fresh descent i Bfe, 0 which the matian
went down to the lower plaina, ate the Aesh of animals,
wffered the blood of these crestyres in sacrifice to the Elefnal
Croafly s b the Infimie Bove couldbe saiishied by sucl things,
or be delighied with the barbarism of His: chiliven, 5o
the carnivorous habits of the people rew apen them Gill the
pation became foo dull to be touched and inspired by the
fimg=t influences.  Even the: prophets became less luminang,
TFhe Light shane ; but the Darkness :lpprehl:nderj it mog

What the Idea Stands For.

Emerson weode ** We ashk for Soug lile, but it is deepe life
or grand moments that signify,  Let the measure of time be
spirituad, not mechanical.  Moments of insight, of fine por-
somil character, what ample barrowers of eternity they are !
It is Being, not mere existence that s of valoe,
We vant souls to live and shed their listre through their
muterial enviconment, not mere animal bves. whoze impor-
tanee s magnified till their proportions completély veil the
ol within,  Grand moments signify when they -are the
prlses of divine energy as that Aows from our: heart,. Such
moments are worth veéars of empty dreams:

There are many who dream dreams of what they will
become and how much they will accomplish.  The creations
6f their imagination are exquisite and mighty.

But alas ! they remain dreams, poor insentient croatiires,
dead visions of the night. The things of beauty and the

yims !

#* Blature camnst be cheated or dupedy the soul thal wiglaes her liws inevitably pays the pesaliy.”
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acts of grace take not the form of humane sets, and the
majestic doeds fail to grow conerete i charmcher and heroisim
The: dreamer’s visioes and works iwe mere illosions.

Soomany - are content todrean ther ppportunitics away.
They have an idea that they will do great thingsin the world
beyond.  Buot it is out of the materials we have dese gud
newn that we are to fashion the Divine within vs.  We hate
to love our drenms into acts. We are 10 become spiritunl
Pygmalions and love our creations inte true being ! We
must bring down into actunl experience those lkindling fires
of Heaven thist light the flame of Divine ardour in the seek-
ing sonl

Praxiteles may crente the mest ‘exguisite forms out of the
marble Block, amd Michael Angolo fishion his mighty Misek
out of stone, but the Graces of Praxiteles and the Moses of
Angelo are not dremgr forms,  There is beanty and majesty,
but they do not pulse with the mujesty of Divioe Being.
They are dead Torms.  Prgrmnlion's show is fuss, but fis sdin
is more,  Love triumplhs !

W, too; kee =tulptors set by the Great Master (o fashion
out of the rough conditions of existence forms of divine
beanty and strength.  We are to tmnsform the world.  But
how shall we do this if we are oot ourselves transformed 7
We are ta chisel off the rongh parts and reform - the
ungainly proporfions of hie; but how shall we secomplish
it unless we gurselves are obedient to the Laws of Phvine
Being ?

Wi are to create heavenly forms and peaple our Churches
with denizens of the Kingdom of Heaven ; but do we not
court failure if we ourselvis fml to illustrate’ our meaniog
and embody our mtenlions T own manner of living and
el service to humaniky ®

EE

Crream no more-of millenial davs when the city of (red
shall be among mien, yo who =gl love the flesh-pots; the
wemsan, the low, physical conditions of sxistence !

O if ye will still dream of transformed socety, of o
regenerale humanity, of a real and palpable Kingdom of
Hepven amongst men, thes, bé the thing ye dream !

Taerne the visions of the night into deeds of the day ! Let
the idewl you have for the world be also your awn !

We can oply help the world 10 the extent thar we
possess divine suctout,

We can do-ne-more to redeem the werld than the divine
power we possess may enable us, and oo focther can we led
men than we ouraelves have gone, e mesd alsaps be fhe
bR TS

The leader who sces the enemy and calls to his fallowers
o mo forward to battle, may be & great man, hoooursd by
the religious world for hix gEHill.-:- and adrostness < bot the
leader whr on approaclong the enemy's ramprts calls 1o
his men—>**Comrades ! the éitadel must be ken U follow
me!™ and =0 lepds his followers and spires and encourgds
them by example; he 15 a far grasder man. Ae o e thenp
e destrey hrs follomers fo e

Wanted in the Chorches: and the world are such men to-
day, Men who lave divine convictions and lave courige Lo
live upe ke them !

Men who can dream Regeneration and awaken 1o turn it
into Reality throngh the divine forces within !

Mon who can open out themselves Chrst-like to beas o
hiding-place 1o faltering souls from the evil winds of life, and
d covert from the tempest of passion and temptation | .

Men in whom the Divine Being wellz up as an everlasting
springs of insparation from which ather souls may donk and
find new life !

Mo who have learnt through the secret of the Almighty
how to spread forth the divine within, il they, too, become
as the resting-places of the wenry souls, shadows of shelter
from the fery irols of the world 1

How to Realise the Idea.

This subliome manhood has been the dream of the nations.
It was the ond of the fith of the aneients; 1t i b be realised
under the dyoasty of Cheist, I there &5 any difference
botween the ideal of the anctent Taithd and that of the Chrs=
o 1 consists in this, #hed the Chrisfaen foidh mukes the ddeal
emrcreie, gand s oreadier 3 G acfual T

This isthe ideal man wanted to-day, 1815 the man of
the Christian faith. It is the man of self-denial and self-
gacrifice who ronounces that Age-Geist which minisgers o
thiz fesh,

The question i5 asked frequenty, Is it possible in this
fife? Muny there are who say it is Ulopinn.  Such mans
hood seems too high above them, far out of their reach.

It is quite true that when we measure our ewn attainment
im the Light of the Highest' we see how fur we have yet 1o
travel ere we reach the summit. But people so often call
things: Utopian that are well within their reach, espocially
when thesz thing= relite to spintunl conditions ; for the sl
afpaliiny ordsference meols ws wheee P ddvaly inigrfere foo
wruph weth M semtnous supaymends of fife.,

Did not Jesus Christ resch the Gdeal®  He was Man
written with i capital—the Divine Man-—-the cxpress image
of the Eternal Loje,

Wihat He did we ure to do.  He counselled His disciples
to become as He was.  Jobn, Peter, and Paul approached
Him. Some of the Saints nearly scaled the heights.  And
what they have dope we can do,

If it is impassible of attainment let us close our Bibles
ppon the ideals therein sof forth; Jet us pray oo more for the
eaming of the Kingdom of God; for the coming of that
Kingdom is the advent of personal righicousness, and the
hirth of the ideal “is the manifesiation of the Christ in
trseives,

But if we believe in these ideals, then let us seek 1o
reabize them ; and ifwe pray ** Thy Kingdom come;” ket us
work to make it a lving [act.  Heaven will work no miracles
for us to which we do not co-operatively respowd,  But il
we lend ourselves oo the nfluences of Heaven, “opreal
and marvellous" shall be the works sccomplished through
5.

Surely of the old-world fuths ecouraged man to strive
after the Divine ldeal, and filled him with a great hope of
ultimate attainment; our fuith should be 5o much more to us,
thit 1t would not |:|1||.1'|.' hea pi‘:-:iﬂ.ih“l].'. but enable us o make
it an mccomplished Lt

And the great hope which flls the heart responding 1o
the Heavenly Visun also bears it op 1o the Réalizstion ]

Mareleifield Cowgrigational CRrek, 1. Todd Fersier.

= We may arise from the perishing <lod, and show cerielves sons of the indwelling Ged ™
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